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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the 
United States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application 
by another who has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1), (2), and (4) of section 371(c) of this 
title before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent. 

1. Claims 1-3, 6-9, 13 and 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Rigal (US Patent 2 774 302). 

Rigal teaches an apparatus for binding a boot to a base plate of a snowboard (2), 
including: a first band (15) mounted on a first side of the base plate (5); a second band 
(13) mounted on a second side of the base plate opposite the first side of the base plate 
(5) in a width direction, the second band (13) being removably attached to the first band 
(15, 17), and capable of fastening a toe end portion of the boot to the base plate (5) 
where the second band (13) can fasten the toe end portion at an acute angle with 
respect to the base plate and the toe end portion of the boot via elements (14, 16); a 
pad (20) attached to one of the first band and the second band at an upper surface of 
the pad (20), and the toe end portion of the boot at a lower surface of the pad (20); Re 
claim 6, a first band (15) mounted on a first side of the base plate (5); a second band 
(13) mounted on a second side of the base plate (5) opposite the first side of the base 
plate (5) in a width direction; and a pad (20) mounted-on the first band (15, 17) at a first 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/751 ,735 Page 3 

Art Unit: 3618 

portion and removably attached to the second band (13) at a second portion, wherein 
the pad (20) fastens a toe end portion of the boot at an acute angle with respect to the 
base plate (5) and the toe end portion; a first belt (17) for fastening an upper portion of 
the toe end of the boot to the base plate; a second belt (17 integral and equivalent to 
applicant's) for fastening a front portion of the toe end of the boot to the base plate (5), 
the first belt (17) and the second belt being connected to each other at first ends thereof 
and connected to each other at second ends thereof; and the second band (13) 
connected removably to the first ends of the first belt and the second belt, and 
connected fixedly to the second side of the base plate (5), where the second ends of the 
first belt and the second belt are removably connected to the first band (15), as shown 
in Figures 2 and 3; the first belt and the second belt are formed integrally with respect to 
each other, as clearly shown in Figure 3. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 4, 5 and 10-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 

unpatentable over Rigal ('302). 

Rigal teaches the features described above. 
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Rigal lacks the teaching of a pad divided into two plates and the teaching of a 
first and second belt removably connected to each other. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art, at the time the 
invention was made, to provide a pad divided into two plates and the teaching of a first 
and second belt removably connected to each other, since it has been held that 
constructing a formerly integral structure in various elements involves only routine skill 
in the art. Note, the features of claims 1 1 and 12 are shown in Figure 1 . Applicant's 
attention is drawn to the adjustment holes clearly shown on the left side of the figure 
near reference number 9. 

3. Claim 15 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Rigal 
('302) in view of Rigal et al. (US Patent 6,076,848). 
Rigal teaches the features described above. 

Rigal lacks the teaching of a first band adjustable with respect to the first ends of 
the first belt. 

Rigal et al. teaches a band adjustable with respect to the ends of a belt. 

Based on the teachings of Rigal et al., it would have been obvious to one having 
ordinary skill in the art, at the time the invention was made, to modify the band to 
include a series of holes to facilitate adjustment. See column 4, lines 55-67 and column 
5, lines 1-5. 
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4. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-15 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication should be directed to Bridget Avery at 
telephone number 571-272-6691. 
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SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
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